
Merry Christmas 
From the Dahlstens - 2008 

 

It seems it’s getting harder and harder for our semi-annual Christmas letter not to drift 

into tri-annual.  But we do so enjoy hearing from you and want to do our share. 

 

Life with a high schooler, two middle schoolers and a preschooler is definitely not 

boring, or quiet.  Drew is now a junior at Hesston High and 16.  Dean is an 8
th

 grader at 

Hesston Middle School and 13.  Grant is a 5
th

 grader at Hesston Middle School and 10 

and Micah is 3.  And a half.   

 

Drew has his dad for a teacher for the first time in College 

Algebra.  So far as I know, he’s passing and has made no 

trips to the principal’s office. ☺ He is still playing three 

sports: cross country, basketball and tennis.  In addition, he 

made the Hesston High Singers and is a part of several 

youth organizations as well as playing guitar on his youth 

group worship team.  We are thankful that Drew is someone 

who likes his down time at home between activities so we 

still get to see him!  He loves to come home and find Micah 

for a hug and some wrestling time.  I am already grieving 

his departure for college, still over a year away, which makes every day all the more 

precious. 

 

Dean too is playing three sports: soccer, basketball and tennis.  

Having a high school and middle school basketball player 

makes for an incredibly busy winter.  Micah is a pretty good 

sport but really wants his turn on the court.  Dean has learned 

to play the bass guitar this past year and his band teacher is 

allowing him to play it in band (tuba part) rather than his 

trumpet.  He and some friends have a band that’s actually 

pretty good and he’s hoping to play with the high school pep 

band some this winter.  He also made the honor choir as a bass 

vocalist!  I’m glad to see his interest in music balancing his interest in sports.  Now if we 

could just get him to show more interest in reading and homework.  Dean would also like 

everyone to appreciate the sacrifice he has made for the past 11 years of sharing a room 

with a brother.  He longs for his own room but will have to share with his less than tidy 

brother, Grant, until Drew goes to college.  We’re getting him a purple heart for 

Christmas. 

 

Grant plays whatever recreation sport is in season as an 

activity and distraction from reading.  He is a voracious 

reader.  He also has a wonderful imagination and loves to 

pretend to be the characters in the stories he reads and 

enjoys writing his own stories.  He too loves music and is 

learning the trumpet this year in addition to taking piano.  

Grant loves any one on one time he can get with any parent 

or grandparent.  He, more than any of the older boys, loves  

a fully listening ear, a rare treat at our house. 

 

Just the activities of our oldest three are plenty to keep us busy.  But wait, there’s more!  

Micah, of course, whose energy is as much as the other 

five of us combined.  He is very social.  He loves to play 

with friends, brothers, parents, cousins, strangers, anyone 

who will play a game or make up a story.  He’s a great 

chick magnet for his brothers.  We cannot go to a ball 

game without, “Hi Micah!  Look, there’s Micah.”  He 

assumes everyone is his friend because so far, he hasn’t 

met anyone who isn’t.   Yesterday when he woke up, he 

said, “Mom, are you excited to see me?”  I said yes, I 

was.  He said, “I’m excited to see me too!”   He loves to 



play with Grant and when Grant is in the mood, they have a great time together.  Grant 

still grieves from time to time the loss of his youngest child status.  He’s continuing to 

grow into his big brother role and enjoying it more as Micah gets older.   

 

Micah has definitely brought out the best in his brothers.  Drew is like a third parent, only 

more patient!  Dean is the strict disciplinarian believe it or not.  Our party boy doesn’t let 

Micah get by with a thing.  Grant is the playmate who teaches Micah how to swing a 

sword, slide down the stairs, be a human bowling ball and use his imagination.  Micah is 

not spoiled, although not for lack of trying, he just has too many parents to get away with 

it.  It’s been fun to see the boys’ parenting skills.  Of course it’s like taking a magnifying 

glass to your own, the good and the bad. 

 

We ventured on an extended vacation this summer, two and half weeks, our first with 

Micah since he was born.  (We left him with his cousins last fall for our first trip to the 

U.S. Open in NYC!)  He did great as we hit several states on our way to and from 

Michigan for a lakeside holiday with my family and all those cousins.  We made some 

wonderful memories.  We’re planning another trip over spring break and hoping to do 

something this summer as well.  Vacations have been one of the highlights of our family 

time!  We all love to go and see new places.  Even better when the cousins come along. 

 

Mark continues teaching at Hesston High.  I believe he’s in year 22.  He teaches five of 

his six hours as concurrent courses for college credit at Hutch JuCo so his students are 

top notch and a lot of fun.  He was very excited this past year to have boys doubles 

champions and a girls singles champion at 4A State Tennis.  Team wise, the boys and 

girls both were runners-up, but we prefer to think of the girls as Public School 

Champions since they were beat by a private school from Wichita. 

 

I am still working at Home State Bank, year 16 for me.  My responsibilities have changed 

and I’m now Vice President of Human Resources and Administration but still working 

part-time, three days a week.  I’ve tried to cut back on some of my other activities this 

year knowing how busy the boys’ schedule keeps us.  That has helped, but it still feels 

too busy for me.  This is definitely the craziest season of our lives.  But it is just that, a 

season, and I know that all too soon it will pass.  I hope to capture every memory I can in 

the mean time.   

 

We hope all you and yours are doing well.  We would love to hear your updates as well.  

As the new year approaches, it is my prayer that God will help our family choose our 

priorities wisely and spend our time in ways that are most meaningful and significant.  As 

the return of Christ grows nearer, we long to know all our family and friends will be 

ready for that amazing reunion.  And reserving your place is so simple, “If you confess 

with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 

dead, you will be saved.”  Romans 10:9.  May it be so for you and yours. 

 

With love, 

Mark, Cherilyn, Drew, Dean, Grant and Micah Dahlsten 

  

 

 

 


